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My Connection with Taiwanese Glove Puppetry
(Brief description)

Because of my parents' jobs, | grew up apart from them. While they
worked in Shanghai,

| was raised by my grandparents at our family home in Taiwan. Back
then, my grandpa was in charge of rebuilding the village temple,

so | often tagged along with him to play there. Whenever the temple
held a festival to show gratitude to the gods,

traditional glove puppetry (known as Budaixi) stages would be set up in
the plaza. I'd squeeze into the crowd right in front of the stage,

totally captivated by the amazing performances—that’s exactly how |
first fell in love with this fascinating art form.

Temples are everywhere in Taiwan, and during these religious festivals,
you'll always see stages for glove puppetry,

local opera (Gezar Xi), or even modern singing acts. Yunlin County,
affectionately known as the "hometown of glove puppetry,” is where |
grew up.

Usually, you could only catch a live Budaixi show at local temple
festivals. But back in the 1980s,

Master Huang Chun-hsiung from Yunlin took glove puppetry to
television, bringing the performances to audiences all across Taiwan.
It caused an absolute sensation and hit a record-breaking 98%
viewership rating! At the time,

so many people—including civil servants—skipped work just to watch
the shows that the government actually had no choice

but to temporarily ban the broadcasts. It just goes to show how
irresistible the charm of glove puppetry was back then!

To highlight the importance of this traditional craft and its heritage, the
Yunlin County Government transformed a historic building in the city
into Taiwan’s first Glove Puppetry Museum. They also preserved a
remarkable chapter of television history there, featuring the very glove
puppets used on set back in the day. Once | found out about this
museum, | begged my dad to take me so | could see my favorite glove
puppetry up close.

Before, | had only ever seen these puppets on stage or through a TV
screen, but at the museum, | got to touch them with my own hands
and even try operating one—it was absolutely thrilling! But just
touching them wasn't enough; | wanted to dive deeper. How did their
eyes blink? How could their mouths open and their hands actually grip
a sword? It felt like pure magic.

As | grew older, | became deeply convinced that this incredible
traditional puppet culture must be passed down, and | wanted the rest
of the world to experience it too. To truly understand glove puppetry, |
spent my winter and summer breaks apprenticing to learn the art of
puppet carving. | sought out Master Xu Jianzhang, the second-

generation heir of the carving family that originally supplied those
legendary TV puppets, and began learning the art of puppet carving from him...
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| was 7 years old here. (Photo

Visiting the Yunlin County Glove Puppetry Museum (I was 5 at the time) from my dad's Facebook)

1052 B@& B

Do R m = il &

Q@ @ i

2016E7H518H @
W ZRE0F03

Y

(P ERF65%)

(I was 6 at the time)
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When | was six or seven, my dad took me to Watch an outdoor glove puppet show. Seeing the puppets tumble and leap in their fight scenes, the explosive special
effects, the dazzling lights and sound, the master puppeteer who could effortlessly voice men, women, children, and the elderly all by himself, and even glimpses of the
frantic backstage work... all of these made me fall even more in love with this art form.
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2 EIEHREE AR T/E=YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUn

Every year, | use my winter and summer vacations to apprentice under a master to learn the art of puppet carving. For
reference, check out this YouTube interview at Master Xu Jianzhang's studio:_https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUngUANVke4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUngUANVke4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUngUANVke4
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| dedicated my winter and summer vacations to continuous learning, ultimately bringing my project to completion.
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